GO

Early Education
Effectiveness Exchange

FACI L I TATO R,S G U I D E INTENTIONAL INTERACTIONS IN TEACHING

ENGAGING FAMILIES

Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families

Engaging families to support

children’s learning has many Your Participants Will...

benefits. This pack offers strategies increase their capacity to engage

to engage families as active families as partners and decision-
.. makers to support and enhance

partners and decision-makers learning experiences for young

in their children'’s early learning children.

experiences.

Co-decision-
makers

SUPPORTING MATERIALS

Facilitator’'s Guide Everything you need to facilitate this PD2GO presentation on Engaging Families,
including an interactive presentation page along with step-by-step presenter’s notes.

Coaching Corner One-page resource with self-reflection and practice opportunities that can be explored
individually, with peers, and in professional development sessions.

Additional resource materials related to this pack provide opportunities to explore and expand your skills
and knowledge through Digging Deeper, Resource Links, and Family Connections.

EFIRSTs weﬁygbgj‘) Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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FACILITATOR’S GUIDE Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families 2

This Facilitator's Guide will provide you with step-by-step information on how to present this session using
the interactive presentation page and downloadable materials specific to this PD2GO pack. We recommend
opening the pack presentation as you go through this Facilitator's Guide.

Presentation Information

Text written in italics is meant to be spoken out loud during the course of the presentation.

Other text, marked with this icon J offers important information such as instructions or suggested answers
to facilitate the presentation of this PD2GO pack.

THE INTERACTIVE PRESENTATION
PAGE

Being Responsive to
Children and Families

. . Engaging Families
The presentation page includes the

following elements:

START

CONNECT

Steps
p Co-decision-

LEARN
makers

Click on each number icon to begin
the section of the presentation—use
the presenter’s notes in this guide to
facilitate each step of the presentation

EXPAND

DOWNLOADABLE MATERIALS

MATERIALS
In This Pack In this pack, you will find: Download all (3.7 M5)
Click on the downloadable materials Facilitator's Guide (3.9M5)
hyperlink to access all materials related Everything you need to facilitate this PD2GO presentation on
. . Engaging Families, including an interactive presentation page
to this presentation. along with step-by-step presenter's notes.

In This Bundle

Click on the downloadable materials

0 Coaching Corner (760 kB)
One-page resource with self-reflection and practice
opportunities that can be explored individually, with peers,

hyperlink to access all additional and in professional development sessions.
resources and materials that can be J | o
. . . Handout - Engaging Families in Donita's Classroom (760
used with this presentation and other o B -
related packs.
In this bundle, you will find:
EXPANDING ON THIS PD2GO PACK

This presentation on Engaging Families can be Addmona! resource materials related to this pack provide
opportunities to explore and expand your skills and knowledge. The

used individually or in conjunction with related resources include:
packs in the bundle, including Culturally Responsive

. 5 . 0 Diggi D 150 KB,
Practices and Responsive Learning Experiences. © Dpisging Deeper

Additional resources and materials in this Family Connections (210 K8)
bundle (Digging Deeper, Resource Links, and Family
Connections) are designed to extend skills and Resource Links (770 kB

knowledge around these related packs, provide
links to resources, and promote partnerships with
families.

ﬂFlRSTs WesteEd ) Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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FACILITATOR’S GUIDE

START

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE

Step @

a8
AT IEITNG

Let’s try an activity two ways.

R BB A
S

=)

Directions

Draw a square.

Draw a triangle connected to the top of the
* square.

wN.—‘

Draw two smaller square windows inside
° the top half of the square.

4 Draw a rectangle door inside the square
* connected to the bottom.

@

Take a minute to design a house together.

I

FIRSTS wWested

CALIFORNIA

Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families

FACILITATOR'S NOTES

[5 min] mﬁ‘ Step 1 - Start

Facilitator: | et’s try an activity two ways. Turn to a partner,
and decide who will be the leader and who will
be the follower.

J Ask the followers to take out a pencil and
paper. Be sure to have extra pencils and
paper available in case participants do
not have these materials.

Ask the followers to turn their backs to

the screen.
Eﬁl",u

Facilitator: | eqders, read these directions to guide the
follower in drawing a house.

J Give participants time to read the
directions and draw the house. When
participants complete this task, invite the
followers to face the screen again.

Facilitator:  Now et’s try a different approach.
(cuck s,

Facilitator:  Tgke a minute to design a house together.
Decide on some of its features, for example, the
number of bedrooms, a pool, a porch. Draw a
quick sketch.

J Give participants time to quickly design
and sketch a house.

Facilitator:  How did the process of drawing a house
feel different the second time around when
you were able to think and make decisions
together?

J Ask for participants to share their ideas.

Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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FACILITATOR’S GUIDE Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families 4

START

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE FACILITATOR'S NOTES

J Possible responses include:
Partners feel more like equals when
they collaborate in designing and
sketching the house.
It's more engaging, interesting, creative,
and fun to work together.

Facilitator:  How s this activity like engaging families?

J Ask for participants to share their ideas.
Possible responses include:
Rather than telling families what they
can and should do, collaborating
with families helps everyone be more
engaged, interested, and creative.
als
@m%‘%g Teachers/providers and families make
better decisions when they work
together to support children.

Collaboration is key to
engaging families.

Facilitator:  Collaboration is key to engaging families.

RN 2

Go to step 2: CONNECT

CONNECT
PRESENTATION SEQUENCE FACILITATOR'S NOTES
Ster® o [1 min] Step 2 - Connect
AT

When you partner with familes, Facilitator:  |//hen you partner with families, you open
you open opportunities for opportunities for learning experiences that

learning experiences that reflect reflect families’ hopes and dreams for their
families’ hopes and dreams. children.

EFIRSTS DLUgﬁE,E/Sd'} Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd

CALIFORNIA




FACILITATOR’S GUIDE Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families 5

CONNECT

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE FACILITATOR'S NOTES

Facilitator:  Pqrtnering with families helps:

Teachers/providers build strong
relationships with families and develop ideas
and resources.

e
Partnering
with
families
helps:

s Families see themselves as powerful
£ contributors to their child’s learning.

N

Children

Q Provide meaningful, rich learning
experiences for children.

(etick s,

Facilitator:  Fyeryone benefits from strong partnerships

4
A SRETING with families.

Everyone benefits!

LRI
-
LEARN
PRESENTATION SEQUENCE FACILITATOR'S NOTES
Ster® [7 min] m‘“ Step 3 - Learn

aba
AT IRETNG

How do we partner with
families?

Facilitator:  How do we partner with families?

SRR
O
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FACILITATOR’S GUIDE

LEARN

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE

To partner with families, relate to them as:

Co-supporters:
Learn families” hopes and dreams

@

To partner with families, relate to them as:

Co-decision-makers:
Collaborate on learning goals

@

To partner with families, relate to them as:

Co-teachers: .
Offer opportunities to participate

Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families

FACILITATOR'S NOTES

Facilitator:

Facilitator:

Facilitator:

Co-supporters

Co-teachers

[ZFIRST5

CALIFORNIA

WesteEd )

Center for Chid & Famiy Studies

D

Facilitator:

To partner with families, relate to them as:

Co-supporters—Collaborate with families in
supporting their children. Learn from families
about their preferences, hopes, and dreams for
their children.

Example: With families with young dual
language learners, you could discuss their
preferences, “How would you like us to
support your child’s home language and
English development?”

Co-decision-makers—Collaborate with
families in making decisions about their child’s
learning goals and curriculum.

Example: A teacher works with a child’s
family to decide on strategies to support a
child in using language rather than grabbing
or hitting to get what he wants.

Co-teachers—Offer families opportunities to
actively participate in learning experiences. Let
families choose how they want to be involved.

Example: Kai’s dad often tells stories to

the children at morning drop-off, and
Anastasia’s mom leads an activity around a
cultural object—her Russian nesting dolls.

Reference handout.
(Y “Engaging Families in Donita’s
Classroom”

Let’s practice. After | read a brief scenario,
reflect with your partner on the discussion
questions.

Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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FACILITATOR’S GUIDE Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families 7

LEARN

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE FACILITATOR'S NOTES

—— . Facilitator: A parent, Ron, says to his child’s teacher,
'm,;:vg'vlﬁutv:”,f: Donita, “I'm so worried. All the children do
o to i el names? is play all day. Talia is almost five. Are the
children going to learn the alphabet and how
to write their names?”

Teachers/providers often respond to such a
concern by sharing how literacy activities are
embedded in children’s play. Parents need to
know this information, but let’s think through
how Donita can first partner with Ron.

Donita can engage Ron as a co-supporter by
asking him what knowledge and skills he hopes
Talia will learn while in preschool. She could
then invite Ron to observe how the writing
center, art area, and other interest areas
support his learning goals for Talia.

(cuck s,
Imsoworied. At i Facilitator:  |/hat decisions might Donita make together
olsp.aya ay. aI‘aIS . . . . .
g;';;;;},{y;-n':,;g;7;;:';?;; with Ron about his learning goals for his child
how to write their names? .
What decisions R — or the curriculum?
might Donita make
togethe_r with l_!on
about his learning Give the pairs time to discuss with each
goals for his child or ;
the curriculum? \) other. Ask for volunteers to share their
ideas. Possible responses include:
Decide on shared learning goals for
Talia in the area of language and
literacy
Decide on some activities that Donita
= and Ron can use to support Talia’s
m‘h literacy skills
I'm so worried. Al the children
doisp_layallday. Talig is . .
ging oleos thespapet Facilitator:  How could Donita engage Ron and other
how to write their names? . ’ . .
How could Donita children’s family members as co-teachers in

engage Ron and other
children’s family
members as co-teachers
in pre-literacy
experiences?

pre-literacy experiences?

\) Give the pairs time to discuss with each
other. Ask for volunteers to share their
ideas.

EFIRST5 WesteEd 3 Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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LEARN

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE

AT IS

come together to discuss ideas and

make decisions, programs can offer

more personally meaningful learning
experiences for children.

PR IE LR
O

When families and teachers/providers

Go to step 4: EXPAND

EXPAND

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE

Step @

e
AT RTINS

Reflect on family
engagement in your
classroom or home.

RSB/
IR

Q

["ZFIRSTS Westced R

CALIFORNIA ent mily Studies

Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families

FACILITATOR'S NOTES

J Possible responses include:
Put a sign-in sheet for the children
next to the parents’ sign-in sheet
where children can make a mark/
letter, or write their name

Invite Ron or other family members to
volunteer in the program. For example,
when transforming the dramatic
play area into a restaurant, children
can write pretend menus, receipts,
or money. Invite family members to
support children in this pre-literacy
activity.
Send home pre-literacy activities for
family members to extend children’s
learning at home. For example, ask
families to identify things on a nature
walk that start with the “S” sound, such
(eticc g, as sun, spiders, and soil.

Facilitator:  |V/hen families and teachers/providers
come together to discuss ideas and make
decisions, programs can offer more personally
meaningful learning experiences for children.

FACILITATOR'S NOTES

[2 min] Step 4 - Expand

Facilitator:  Reflect on the family engagement in your
classroom or home.

Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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EXPAND

PRESENTATION SEQUENCE

&
ALY IRE VI

Effective family engagement
results in rich learning
opportunities for children.

SRR S8 2
OB

Q

I

FIRSTS wWested

CALIFORNIA

Being Responsive to Children and Families: Engaging Families

FACILITATOR'S NOTES

Facilitator:

J

Facilitator:

D

Facilitator:

Thinking back to the suggestions we gave
Donita, choose one new way you could engage
children’s families as co-supporters, co-
decision-makers, and co-teachers.

Give participants time to individually
reflect.

What are one or two action steps you can take
to engage families in the next week?

Give participants time to individually
reflect and write down their action steps.
Ask for a few volunteers to share their
ideas. Possible responses include:
Use intake paperwork that includes
information about families’
preferences, hopes, and dreams for
their child
Schedule meetings with children’s
families to discuss learning goals
Ask family members for input on
learning activities at pick-up or drop-
off
Invite family members to lead activities
based on their interests, skills, or
careers that relate to the curriculum

Equal partnerships help families feel invested
in the program and give teachers/providers
fresh ideas and support from families.
Ultimately, effective family engagement results
in rich learning opportunities for children.

Copyright © 2014 First 5 California and WestEd
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